2008 Over the Limit Under Arrest Talking Points
GOAL/POSITIONING:  Our message is simple—Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. The goal is to get impaired drivers off of the roads.  Local Organization is joining with hundreds of other state and local law enforcement and highway safety officials across the nation during the Labor Day holiday to launch an aggressive national “Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest.” enforcement mobilization to crack down on drunk driving – with a new emphasis on motorcycle riders.


KEY MESSAGES:

· Impaired driving is one of America’s most-often-committed and deadliest crimes. 
· In 2006, 13,470 people were killed in alcohol-impaired-driving crashes. These fatalities accounted for 32 percent of the total motor vehicle traffic fatalities in the United States.
· In 2006, of the 13,470 people who died in an alcohol-impaired driving crashes, 8,615 (64 percent) were drivers with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or higher.
· 15 percent of all drivers involved in fatal crashes during the week were alcohol-impaired, compared to 31 percent on weekends. 
· Alcohol affects those skills essential to operating a motorcycle—balance and coordination. So it plays a particularly big role in motorcycle fatalities.
· In 2006, 41 percent of motorcycle riders who died in single vehicle crashes had BAC levels of .08 or higher. 
· 59 percent of those killed in single-vehicle crashes on weekend nights had BACs of .08 or higher.

· The age groups 30 to 39 and 40 to 49 are those with the highest rates of alcohol involvement for motorcycle riders killed in fatal crashes. 
· Preventative measures for drinking, driving and riding:
· If you are planning to drink alcohol with friends, designate a sober driver before going out and give that person your keys; 
· If impaired, call a taxi, use mass transit, call a sober friend or family member, or use your community’s Sober Rides program.
· Wear your seat belt while in a car or use a helmet and protective gear when on a motorcycle as these are your best defenses against an impaired driver.
· Violators often face jail time, the loss of their driver’s license, higher insurance rates, and dozens of other unanticipated expenses from attorney fees, other fines and court costs, towing and repairs, lost time at work, etc. 








