Fact Sheet


Background:

The national Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. impaired driving crackdown is a comprehensive impaired driving prevention program organized by the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) that focuses on combining high-visibility enforcement with heightened public awareness through advertising and publicity.  The national kick-off will be held on August 16 and the campaign will run through September 4, 2006.  This year’s effort is supported by $11 million in paid national advertising to help put everyone on notice that if they drive over the limit they will be arrested. For more information, visit www.StopImpairedDriving.org.

Drunk Driving is a Serious and Deadly Crime

· Impaired driving is one of America’s most often committed and deadliest crimes.
· Driving with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or above is illegal in every state.

· As of November 2005, all states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have enacted .08 BAC laws; all states and the District of Columbia have enacted minimum-drinking-age and zero-tolerance laws; and 39 states have enacted conforming repeat-offender and open-container laws. 
· The Federal Bureau of Investigations 2004 Uniform Crime Report shows that more than 1.4 million people were arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol or narcotics.  

America Supports… Tougher Enforcement (Gallup Organization-NHTSA 2003)

· Nearly 97 percent of Americans view impaired driving as a threat to the community.

· Studies show that the majority of Americans consider impaired driving one of our Nation’s most important social issues, ahead of healthcare, poverty/hunger and education.

· According to the Gallup Organization NHTSA 2003 survey, the majority of Americans support increased use of enforcement efforts, such as saturation patrols and sobriety checkpoints, to protect innocent victims. 

· Three out of four Americans strongly endorse the use of stricter and more severe penalties against impaired drivers to protect themselves and their loved ones.

Alcohol-Related Crashes 
· In 2004, a total of 15,045 people died in traffic crashes involving a driver, a motorcycle operator, or a nonoccupant with a BAC of .01 or above.

· In 2004, a total of 12,874 people died in traffic crashes involving a driver, a motorcycle operator, or a nonoccupant with a BAC of .08 or above.

· In 2004, 16,694 people were killed in alcohol-related traffic crashes where the BAC was .01 or above.  (Total includes drivers, motorcycle operators, all other nonoccupants and passengers involved in the traffic crashes were the BAC was .01 or above.)
· Eighty-Six percent (14,409) of all alcohol-related fatalities occurred where the BAC was .08 or above.  (Total includes drivers, motorcycle operators, all other nonoccupants and passengers involved in the traffic crashes were the BAC was .08 or above.)
· In 2004, traffic fatalities in alcohol-related crashes fell by 2.4 percent, from 17,105 in 2003 to 16,694 in 2004.

· In 2004, traffic fatalities in high-alcohol crashes (involving BACs of .08 or above) fell by 1.8 percent, from 14,678 in 2003 to 14,409 in 2004.
· Among the states and territories, the top ten states with the highest rate of fatalities in crashes involving at least one driver or motorcycle operator with a BAC of .08 or above are Texas, California, Florida, Pennsylvania, Illinois, North Carolina, Tennessee, New York, Georgia and Ohio (ranked in order from highest to lowest).
Drivers in .08 BAC & Above Fatal Crashes
· In 2004, the highest percentage of drivers in fatal crashes who had a BAC of .08 or above was for drivers ages 21 to 24 (32% - 2,069 of 6,382), followed by ages 25 to 34 (27% - 3,008 of 11,179) and ages 35 to 44 (23% - 2,465 of 10,682).
· The percentages of drivers with BAC levels of .08 or above in fatal crashes in 2004 were 27 percent (1,117 of 4,095) for motorcycle operators, 22 percent (5,589 of 25,393) for passenger cars, 21 percent (4,773 of 22,217) for light trucks and the lowest at 1 percent (52 of 4,799) for large trucks.

· Only 28 percent of fatally injured drivers with BAC levels of .08 or above were wearing safety belts compared to 41 percent of fatally injured drivers with BAC levels of .01 to .07 or under and 57 percent of fatally injured drivers with no alcohol.  
· Eighty-five percent (11,791) of the 13,952 drivers with a BAC of .01 or above who were involved in fatal crashes had BAC levels at or above .08. 
· More than half of drivers with positive BACs involved in alcohol-related fatal crashes (51 percent or 7,084) had a BAC of .16 or above.

· Drivers with BAC levels of .08 or above involved in fatal crashes were eight times more likely to have a prior conviction for Driving While Impaired (DWI) than were drivers with no alcohol.

Alcohol-Related Injuries 
· The tragedies and costs from driving impaired do not just end at the potential death, disfigurement, disability and injury caused by impaired drivers.
· Including lost workplace productivity, property damage and other costs, alcohol-related crashes cost more than $50 billion per year.
· In 2004, an estimated 248,000 people were injured in crashes where police reported that alcohol was present.

Children 

· Twenty-one percent (442) of children age 14 and younger, who were killed in motor vehicle crashes in 2004, were killed in alcohol-related crashes.
· Of those 442 fatalities, approximately 50 percent of those killed were passengers in vehicles with drivers who had been drinking, with BAC levels of .01 or above.  

Deadliest Time of Day and Day of Week

· The rate of alcohol involvement in fatal crashes is more than three times higher at night (11,369 crashes) than during the day (3,384 crashes).

· For all crashes, alcohol involvement rate is five times higher at night than during the day.

· Thirty percent of all fatal crashes during weekdays were alcohol-related compared to 51 percent during weekends in 2004.

· In 2004, for all crashes the alcohol involvement rate was five percent during the week and 12 percent during the weekend.

Alcohol and Fatal Motorcycle Crashes

· In fatal crashes in 2004, a higher percentage of motorcycle operators had BAC levels of .08 or higher than any other type of motor vehicle driver.  

· Alcohol affects those skills essential to operating a motorcycle – balance and coordination.  So, alcohol plays a particularly big role in motorcycle fatalities.
· Twenty-eight percent of all fatally injured motorcycle operators had BAC levels of .08 or above.  An additional 6 percent had lower alcohol levels (BAC .01 to .07).

· Forty-one percent of the 1,672 motorcycle operators who died in single-vehicle crashes in 2004 had BAC levels of .08 or above.  

· Sixty percent of the motorcycle operators killed in single-vehicle crashes on weekend nights had BAC levels of .08 or above.

· Motorcycle operators killed in traffic crashes at night were three times more likely than those killed during the day to have BAC levels of .08 or above. 
· The age groups 40 to 49 and ages 30 to 39 are those with high percentages of alcohol involvement for motorcycle operators killed in fatal crashes.  
· Reported helmet usage rate for motorcycle operators with BAC levels of .08 or above killed in traffic crashes was 41 percent, compared with 63 percent for those with no alcohol.
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